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Materials RequiredImportant Concepts of Grade 4 Language Arts

Textbooks:
1. Dogs on the Job!
 True Stories of 

Phenomenal Dogs

The Alberta Distance Learning Centre has an Internet site that you may fi nd useful. The address is as follows: http://www.adlc.ca 

The use of the Internet is optional. Exploring the electronic information superhighway can be educational and entertaining. However, be 
aware that these computer networks are not censored. Students may unintentionally or purposely fi nd articles on the Internet that may 
be offensive or inappropriate. As well, the sources of information are not always cited and the content may not be accurate. Therefore, 
students may wish to confi rm facts with a second source.
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Part I: Writing and Correcting the Sentences

1. Write three sentences about dogs.  Write one sentence using the present  
tense, one with the past tense, and one with the future tense.  Use strong  
verbs and make sure that the subject and the verb agree.  (6 marks)

 a.   _________________________________________________________________

   _________________________________________________________________

   _________________________________________________________________

 b.   _________________________________________________________________

   _________________________________________________________________

   _________________________________________________________________

 c.   __________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________

   _________________________________________________________________

2. Correct the following sentence fragments by adding the missing part.

 a. Makes people like Lizzie more independent.  (2 marks)

   _________________________________________________________________

   _________________________________________________________________

 b. Don’t know what they’d do without Cary.  (2 marks)

   _________________________________________________________________

   _________________________________________________________________

Answers will vary.

Ensure the use of criteria.

Answers will vary.

Ensure the sentences are complete.
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3. Correct the following run-on sentences.

 a. My sister, Julie, loves to write she has had several short stories 
published.  (2 marks)

   _________________________________________________________________

   _________________________________________________________________
 

 b. Tinker used to follow Sam to school everyday. He used to sit on the  ___
 school steps and wait until Sam was ready to go home and one day the 
dog pound took him away for howling at the door.  (3 marks)

   _________________________________________________________________

   _________________________________________________________________

   _________________________________________________________________
 
   _________________________________________________________________

   _________________________________________________________________

Part II: Quotes and Syllables

1. Put quotation marks in the right places for the following sentences that 
use dialogue.  (2 marks)

 a. “Yes,” Jan replied.  “I would love to.”

 b. “What a day for a picnic!  What a day for a daydreaming girl!” sang    
 Maryssa.

Accept reasonable arrangements.

Accept reasonable arrangements.
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2. Divide the following words into syllables by inserting a  /  between  
the divisions.  (5 marks)

 a. fi/nal/ly
 b. fa/vour/ite
 c. when
 d. dif/fer/ent
 e. to/night

Part III: Contraction and Possession

1. Write the contraction for the following pairs of words.  (5 marks)

  I am          ____________________________________

  They will        ____________________________________

  She would        ____________________________________

  It is          ____________________________________

  They are        ____________________________________

2. Rewrite the words together to show possession.  (3 marks)

 
 a. the house  +  Jake  ______________________________________  
 
 b. the tail  +  the dog  ______________________________________

 c. children  +  the playground  ______________________________________

I’m

They’ll

She’d

It’s

They’re

Jake’s house

the dog’s tail

children’s playground
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Part IV: Writing

Show your writing skills by writing a paragraph that has at least five 
sentences.  The first sentence should be a main idea sentence.  Then, write at 
least four supporting sentences.  You may write about

 • what you have learned during the course
 • improved skills
 • plans for the rest of the summer
 • plans for doing well in the next grade
 • your favourite dog story
 • your own pet
 • a pet you would like to own

These topics are suggestions.  Choose a topic of your own if you like, but do 
your best writing.  Show some of the skills you have learned by including the 
following:

 • a variety of sentence starters          (5 marks)
 • quotations                 (2 marks)
 • compound sentence using and, but, or      (3 marks)
 • strong verbs                (3 marks)
 • adverbs                  (3 marks)
 • editing skills                (4 marks)
 • a catchy title                (5 marks)                      _________

            Total         25 marks

Have a great remainder of the summer! 

Ensure that criteria are met.
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